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REF: STATE 099522 
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1. U.S. LECTURER OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL HAVE BEEN 
MIXED. ALL OF LAST YEAR'S GROUP WERE SENT ON TRIPS BY SPONSOR- 
ING UNIVERSITY. FOR EXAMPLE MOMADAY TRAVELLED TO TASHKENT AND 
OTHER CITIES IN CENTRAL ASIAN PARTS OF SOVIET UNION. ON OTHER 
HAND MGU HAS NOTIFIED THIS YEAR'S GROUP THAT THERE WILL BE NO 
SIMILAR TRIPS THIS YEAR. NO REASON WAS GIVEN. 

2. DESPITE THIS MIXED RECORD EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT DEPT. 
SUPPORT NIKOLAEV TRAVEL, BOTH BECAUSE TRIPS WERE ARRANGED FOR 
LAST YEAR'S GROUP AND BECAUSE OUR COOPERATION CAN BE USED AS 
ARGUMENT IN PERSUADING SOVIETS ARRANGE TRAVEL FOR FUTURE GROUPS. 
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